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Abstract: Following the launch of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), China has multiplied its international
contacts and seen the necessity of people-to-people exchanges. Inspecting the BRI through a geosocial lens
is thus crucial. Although Cambodia is regarded as a model for BRI international cooperation, China's infra-
structure projects here have encountered many difficulties with geosocial factors playing key roles. Among
the factors, Non- Governmental Organizations (NGOs) are crucial links connecting various geosocial actors
and elements. Against the backdrop, this paper utilizes fieldwork interviews and observations and second-
hand materials to investigate the roles of NGOs in Cambodia in the suspension of Chay Areng hydropower
dam project. We first depict the basic characteristics of the NGOs in Cambodia. Then we examine how they
generally operate and influence China's projects in Cambodia. Last but not least, we reveal the factors deter-
mining the formation of these influences.
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Tab.1 NGO Protest Events in China-Cambodia Cooperation
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Tab.3 Major NGOs in Chay Areng Dam Event
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